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SOSC 13300: Social Sciences Inquiry - 3
Section 4 - Spring 2017
Instructor(s): Perez, Lauren 
Number Enrolled: 19 
Number of Responses: 9

Evaluation Comments

What were the instructor's strengths? Weaknesses?

Professor Perez has a great ability to gauge the level of understanding among the class and does a thorough job of explaining abstract topics; her weaknesses were few, and after
spending the year in her class I do not think any notable weaknesses stands out.

Very professional, very clear, outlined her expectations very clearly. Professor Perez was also incredibly personable and approachable, and generally managed to keep class
discussions engaging.

Prof. Perez was clearly committed to helping out students as much as she could. However, the material was inherently pretty boring so discussion wasn't too stimulating.

strengths- good presenter and explainer, very willing to help weaknesses- sometimes late on assignment feedback

Has lots of material to share, but the readings seemed to be too repetitive. Also, way too many students used laptops in class and did not pay attention. This may have led to poor
discussions

Professor Perez is a clear lecturer. I had her in the Fall quarter as well, and she found much better ways to spark interesting and productive class discussions in the Spring. She tends to
grade written assignments pretty leniently.

What were the teaching assistant's or writing intern's strengths? Weaknesses?

N/A; no TA/Writing Intern

N/A

n/a

N/A

n/a

What, if anything, what would you change about this course and why?

I would decrease the amount of textbook/chapter readings and emphasize the research article pieces to a higher degree, which was usually done

Its fine.

I think we could've allocated class time a bit better. Spending 2 weeks+ on presentations was a bit time consuming and monotonous

Is there any topic in this course that you wished you had had previous background in?

No; Professor Perez did a great job of explaining new topics at an elementary level before moving toward more complex variations of the topic

No, the statistical analysis techniques were probably the most demanding aspect of the learning involved in the course and even those were presented at an appropriate level.

n/a

No

Statstics

I wish my Winter Quarter SSI stats coverage had been more rigorous; it would have helped in this quarter.

Which texts were most useful?

Past research articles (Harry Potter/Trump, DH Rule)

The online STATA manual tbh.

I found the pieces on DH and Harry Potter very interesting

The checklist that we compiled as a class of what to include in a research paper was very useful.

Which least?
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Schmitter

All of the readings on what make a good research paper were incredibly dry even though they were helpful.

some of the excerpts on research paper components were a bit dry

Most of the texts we looked at in the first few weeks of the quarter, before we had started work on our research papers, were not very useful.

How productive was class discussion?

Usually productive, however sometimes only a handful of students were engaged

Quite productive, although it was rare that any particularly outstanding insights were presented.

It was ok... The readings were boring so the discussions were never that great.

Very productive. Our discussions of the papers and completion of the research paper checklist were particularly helpful

How has this course contributed to your education?

It has introduced me to the methodical approach of writing research papers, which will be useful regardless of the subject or class

I know what makes up a good research paper and I can use STATA to analyze data

Enhancement of paper writing skills, research prep, insight into the d meticulous nature of writing and publishing a research paper

I have a much better idea of how to perform observational social science research.

Why did you take this course?

Core requirement 9 / 100%

Instructor Reputation 1 / 11%

Faculty member recommended it 0 / 0%

Concentration Requirement 0 / 0%

Meets at a convenient time 2 / 22%

A student recommended it 0 / 0%

Topic interests me 3 / 33%

Concentration elective 0 / 0%

In summary, I had a strong desire to take this course

Strongly Agree 4 / 44%

Agree 0 / 0%

Neutral 5 / 56%

Disagree 0 / 0%

Strongly Disagree 0 / 0%

How many hours per week did you spend on this course?

Low Answer 4

Average Answer 6.8

High Answer 15
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What proportion of classes did you attend?

All 9 / 100%

75% 0 / 0%

50% 0 / 0%

25% 0 / 0%

None 0 / 0%

Were the time demands of this course reasonable?

Yes 9 / 100%

No 0 / 0%

The Instructor

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Organized the course clearly. 0% 0% 0% 11% 22% 67%

Presented clear lectures. 11% 0% 0% 11% 44% 33%

Held my attention and made this
course interesting.

0% 0% 0% 33% 44% 22%

Stimulated and facilitated questions
and discussions.

0% 0% 0% 22% 56% 22%

Responded well to student questions. 0% 0% 0% 11% 44% 44%

Was available outside of class. 0% 0% 0% 11% 33% 44%

Was helpful during office hours. 11% 0% 0% 0% 22% 56%

Motivated independent thinking. 0% 0% 0% 0% 67% 33%

The Readings

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Fulfilled the objective of the course. 0% 0% 11% 22% 33% 33%

Were reasonable in number. 0% 0% 0% 22% 33% 44%

Were appropriately difficult. 0% 0% 0% 22% 33% 44%

Approximately how much of the reading did you do?

  N/A None 25% 50% 75% 100%

0% 0% 0% 0% 44% 22%

The Assignments
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  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

How helpful were the lectures and
discussions in preparing for exams and
completing assignments?

0% 11% 0% 0% 56% 33%

How appropriately were the
requirements of the course
proportioned to course goals?

0% 0% 0% 11% 44% 44%

How well did the requirements
contribute to the goals of the course?

0% 0% 0% 11% 44% 44%

How timely and useful was feedback
on assignments and exams?

0% 0% 11% 22% 44% 22%

How fairly were the assignments
graded?

0% 0% 0% 0% 33% 67%

Overall

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

This course met my expectations. 0% 0% 0% 0% 44% 56%

This course provided me with new
insight and knowledge.

0% 0% 0% 0% 56% 44%

This course provided me with useful
skills.

0% 0% 0% 11% 22% 67%

The content of this course was
presented at an appropriate level.

0% 0% 0% 0% 44% 56%

I put my best effort into this course. 0% 0% 11% 0% 44% 44%

The class had a high level of
morale/enthusiasm.

0% 0% 22% 22% 33% 22%

The Teaching Assistant(s)

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Were available outside of class. 89% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Were helpful with assignments. 89% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Discussion Sections, Problem Sessions, Writing Tutorials

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Were well coordinated with this course
and contributed to it. 89% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Provided well-designed materials. 89% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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