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SOSC 13100: Social Science Inquiry -1
Section 4 - Autumn 2016
Instructor(s): Perez, Lauren 
Number Enrolled: 18 
Number of Responses: 11

Evaluation Comments

What were the instructor's strengths? Weaknesses?

Strengths: Professor Perez picked out a very diverse collection readings from many fields of social science. Also, when she did lecture in class, her lectures were very clear and
interesting. She gave very specific essay prompts that were clearly geared toward helping us learn specific skills from the social sciences. Weaknesses: She didn't have any mechanism
in place to make sure we were doing the reading, and it was often quite dense, so pretty much nobody did all of it. She also had a hard time prompting engaged and excited discussion
in class.

The professor is really nice clearly knows what she's talking about. It would be nice if she could move on from dying discussion points faster though

Strength: soothing voice, funny Weaknesses: not very enthusiastic

Professor Perez had some useful insights on the readings that helped to keep discussion interesting, albeit not always relevant to to the assignments.

Professor Perez was very good at directing discussion and making us think about the subjects at hand.

Strengths: attentive to student ideas, clear expectations Weaknesses: class could be a bit dull at times

Lauren is a very nice person. She is very organized.

Professor Perez was very professional for her first year of teaching. She was also very organized and prepared. Sometimes grading was a little harsh.

She was great at presenting stimulating discussion questions in class. I think her grading procedures were unclear, and she didn't lecture much but when she did the lectures were
interesting and clear. I also really liked the paper assignments.

What were the teaching assistant's or writing intern's strengths? Weaknesses?

We didn't have one.

N/A

No TA

N/A

N/A, no TA/writing intern for this course.

What, if anything, what would you change about this course and why?

Have a mechanism that makes sure people are doing the reading. The reading was easy to do, but it was even easier to not do.

Less of the really dense papers on excessively specific topics from academic journals. Those were a slog to read through and I didn't learn much from them

Perhaps have more relevant readings that would help us with the assignments.

Would change some of the readings, but most of them were very good

Nothing

Maybe fewer essays like 4 per quarter.

I would've liked less reading and more clarity on grading procedures.

Is there any topic in this course that you wished you had had previous background in?

I would have understood the readings better if I had a background in statistics. I think we go into that next quarter, though.

N/A

Political science.

I wish I had some background in political science.

No, although a background in an intro science course was helpful for me

Maybe political science.

Politics/political science

No
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Which texts were most useful?

The ones on actual experiments (Milgram, Stanford Prison, etc.)

The texts that were opinionated were most useful.

All articles

Ones that applied to concepts we talked about in class/essays.

The texts that were more broad and not very specific / technical in one field.

Which least?

The Baldwin or the Wedeen readings. They were just way too dense

The introductory texts to a new topic were not very helpful.

none in particular

The more detailed, very field-specific texts that went in depth on a topic that wasn't really relevant to our course.

How productive was class discussion?

Class discussion was usually dry and uninspired. I see three reasons: (a) most of us weren't doing the full readings, (b) the professor did not often provide discussion-provoking
questions, and had a hard time stimulating the class, and (c) the people in the class were overall not very interested in the topics at hand.

It was fine. A couple people talked significantly more often but no one really dominated the discussion.

Not very productive, the professor did not do well to facilitate class discussion.

Class discussion touched on some interesting topics but overall did not help us with the essay assignments

Discussion was very insightful.

Class discussion was productive so long as you take notes on the subject material and engage in discussion (active participation)

Very. Class discussion always provides me with new ideas.

Pretty productive. There was always something to talk about.

Very productive. We always furthered the course readings in interesting and unexpected ways.

How has this course contributed to your education?

I feel somewhat better equipped to do explorations into many fields of social science. I have a much better understanding of how to design a social science experiment or observational
study.

I have a deeper understanding of how social scientists approach learning about our world.

This course is fairly useless, I wish I had taken a more substantive sosc class, as I feel this is not helping become a well rounded person in the way the core is supposed to.

This course has taught me to look at studies and statistics critically.

Will definitely be helpful for my science major. Good for analytical skills, especially with regard to research processes and findings

I know more about social science research and concepts.

It was really interesting and helped me think about research methods in other fields.

Why did you take this course?

Core requirement 11 / 100%

Instructor Reputation 0 / 0%

Faculty member recommended it 0 / 0%

Concentration Requirement 0 / 0%

Meets at a convenient time 1 / 9%

A student recommended it 1 / 9%

Topic interests me 3 / 27%

Concentration elective 0 / 0%
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In summary, I had a strong desire to take this course

Strongly Agree 1 / 9%

Agree 3 / 27%

Neutral 5 / 46%

Disagree 0 / 0%

Strongly Disagree 0 / 0%

How many hours per week did you spend on this course?

Low Answer 3

Average Answer 5.4

High Answer 11

What proportion of classes did you attend?

All 11 / 100%

75% 0 / 0%

50% 0 / 0%

25% 0 / 0%

None 0 / 0%

Were the time demands of this course reasonable?

Yes 11 / 100%

No 0 / 0%

The Instructor

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Organized the course clearly. 0% 0% 9% 0% 55% 36%

Presented clear lectures. 0% 0% 0% 18% 36% 46%

Held my attention and made this
course interesting.

0% 0% 0% 36% 46% 18%

Stimulated and facilitated questions
and discussions.

0% 0% 9% 18% 36% 36%

Responded well to student questions. 0% 0% 0% 27% 27% 46%

Was available outside of class. 9% 0% 9% 18% 36% 27%

Was helpful during office hours. 27% 0% 0% 18% 36% 9%

Motivated independent thinking. 0% 0% 9% 27% 46% 18%

The Readings
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The Readings

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Fulfilled the objective of the course. 0% 0% 0% 9% 46% 46%

Were reasonable in number. 0% 0% 9% 9% 55% 27%

Were appropriately difficult. 0% 0% 9% 9% 64% 18%

Approximately how much of the reading did you do?

  N/A None 25% 50% 75% 100%

0% 0% 0% 0% 73% 18%

The Assignments

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

How helpful were the lectures and
discussions in preparing for exams and
completing assignments?

0% 9% 9% 36% 9% 36%

How appropriately were the
requirements of the course
proportioned to course goals?

0% 0% 0% 0% 73% 27%

How well did the requirements
contribute to the goals of the course?

0% 0% 0% 9% 73% 18%

How timely and useful was feedback
on assignments and exams?

0% 0% 9% 18% 55% 18%

How fairly were the assignments
graded?

9% 0% 18% 18% 36% 18%

Overall

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

This course met my expectations. 0% 0% 9% 18% 64% 9%

This course provided me with new
insight and knowledge.

0% 0% 0% 18% 73% 9%

This course provided me with useful
skills.

0% 0% 9% 0% 64% 27%

The content of this course was
presented at an appropriate level.

0% 0% 9% 27% 46% 18%

I put my best effort into this course. 0% 0% 9% 18% 46% 27%

The class had a high level of
morale/enthusiasm.

0% 18% 9% 27% 36% 9%

The Teaching Assistant(s)

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Were available outside of class. 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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Were helpful with assignments. 100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Discussion Sections, Problem Sessions, Writing Tutorials

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Were well coordinated with this course
and contributed to it. 91% 0% 0% 0% 9% 0%

Provided well-designed materials. 91% 0% 0% 0% 9% 0%

Is there any topic from the course that you wish we could have spent more time on? Less time? (Please specify which.)

 


