
POLI 103: Introduction to Political Science 
Fall 2019 

 
 

Professor Lauren K. Perez 
lauren.perez@fmarion.edu 
130 Founders Hall 
Office Hours:  T/Th 9:50-11:10 & 12:40-2, W 12-2, and by appointment 
 
 
Course Description and Objectives 
 
This course is an introduction to the study of politics as a social science.  No previous knowledge of 
political science is required for this course and it is a prerequisite for further study in the political science 
department.  Two broad goals of many political systems are to protect the liberty of their citizens and to 
provide a just society.  However, the goals of liberty and justice can sometimes be in tension with one 
another.  They may also be in tension with other goals, such as economic development or security, and 
they may be understood differently by various groups within the state.  This course focuses on these 
themes and explores them through the four main subfields of political science: political theory, 
American politics, comparative politics, and international relations.  By the end of the course, students 
should be conversant in some of the main substantive concepts, theories, debates, and methods in each 
of these subfields. 
 
Required Texts 
 
There are no required textbooks for this course.  All readings will either be available online or will be 
provided on Blackboard.   
 
Grade Composition 
 
Participation - It is important that all students attend class, having read the assigned readings, and 
prepared to be engaged, active members of the class.  The first, minimal requirement for participation is 
attendance, including arriving on time.  Francis Marion University policy only allows four absences.  
Students are always responsible for any information they miss.  Second, students will be responsible for 
participating in class discussions on Blackboard prior to each class.  Students in group A will post a 
question about the readings for Tuesday classes, and will respond to two of their classmates’ questions 
for Thursday classes.  Students in group B will post a question about the readings for Thursday classes, 
and will respond to two of their classmates’ questions for Tuesday classes.  All posts are due by 11:59pm 
the night before class.  Beyond attendance and discussion questions, participation will be based on 
students’ preparation for class and involvement in class discussions and smaller-group activities.  
Participation counts for 15% of the course grade.  
 
Quizzes - There will be one mini-quiz after the introductory section of the course, worth 5% of the grade.  
There will be a quiz at the end of the political theory unit and the comparative politics unit, each worth 
10% of the grade.  
 
Exams - There will be an exam after the American politics unit, which will include material from both the 
political theory and American politics units.  The second exam, at the end of the international relations 



unit, will include material from both comparative politics and international relations.  Each exam will be 
worth 30% of the course grade.  
 

Mini Quiz August 29 5% 
Quiz – Political Theory September 19 10% 
Exam – Theory & American October 15 30% 
Quiz – Comparative November 5 10% 
Exam – Comparative & IR November 21 30% 
Participation Cumulative 15% 

 
 
Grading Scale 
 
A 90-100 
B+ 86-89 
B 80-85 
C+ 76-79 
C 70-75 
D+ 66-69 
D 60-65 
F 59 and below 
 
 
 Course Policies 
 
Academic Integrity – All work must be your own.  Students must cite source material correctly in a 
uniform and appropriate format in any written work.  You must be the sole author of all written work 
and it must be written specifically for this course.   Plagiarism, cheating, and other infractions of 
academic integrity will result in an automatic zero for the assignment in question and will be referred to 
the Provost.  If you have any questions about how to correctly cite material, please raise them before 
turning in an assignment.  Please be aware of the university’s standards of student conduct.  
 
Technology – Laptops should be used only for class purposes.  Cell phones must be off and away during 
class.  Any infractions to either of these policies will result in a reduction in your participation grade. 
 
Contact – Email is the easiest and most reliable way to contact me.  However, you should not expect an 
immediate response, especially on the weekends.   I also encourage you to come talk to me during office 
hours, especially regarding the exams or any topics that you find confusing.   
 
Disabilities - If you have a disability you are encouraged to contact the instructor as early as possible in 
the term.  If you are entitled to any specific course accommodations, please provide documentation 
from the Office of Counseling and Testing within the first two weeks of the term.  
 
Alternate Exams – Any alternate exams/quizzes must be scheduled well in advance and be supported by 
proper documentation for the absence.  Students must schedule their make-up exam in advance of the 
class exam and must schedule it as close to the regular exam time as possible.  
 



Course Outline 
 
August 20 – Class Introduction 
 
August 22 – What is Political Science? 
 
 Reading:  Parsons, Chapter 1, “Introduction” 
 
August 27 – Justice and Liberty 
 
 Reading: Sandel, Chapter 1, “Doing the Right Thing” 
 
Political Theory 
 
August 29 – Aristotle 
 
 Mini-quiz 
 
 Reading: Aristotle, excerpts from The Politics 
 
September 3 – Hobbes 
 
 Reading: Hobbes, excerpts from Leviathan 
 
September 5 – Locke 
 
 Reading: Locke, excerpts from Two Treatises of Government 
 
September 10 – Utilitarianism 
 
 Reading: Bentham, excerpts from An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation 
 
September 12 – Rawls 
 
 Reading: Rawls, excerpts from The Law of the Peoples 
 
September 17 - Libertarianism 
 
 Reading: Nozick, excerpts from Anarchy, State, and Utopia 
 
American Politics 
 
September 19 – The US Constitution 
 
 Quiz 
 
 Reading: Kernell and Jacobson, “The Constitution” 
 



 
September 24 – The Federalist Papers 
 
 Readings: Seagrave, “Federalist 10” and “Federalist 51” in The Accessible Federalist 
 
September 26 – US Institutions 
 
 Reading: Dahl, Chapter 2, “What the Framers Couldn’t Know” 
 
October 1 – Separation of Powers  
 
 Reading: Drutman, “There is No Separation of Powers Without Divided Government” 
 
October 3 – US Participation  
 
 Reading: Brady, Verba, and Schlozman, “Beyond SES: A Resource Model of Political Participation” 
 
October 8 – Fall Break – No Class 
 
October 10 – Civil Rights  
 
 Listen to the “Race” episode from the “Constitutional” podcast 
 
October 15 – Exam 1 on Political Theory and American Politics  
 
Comparative Politics 
 
October 17 – States  
 
 Reading: Samuels, Chapter 2, “The State” 
 
October 22 – Democratic Institutions, Part 1  
 
 Readings: 
  Newton and van Deth, Chapter 5, “Presidential and Parliamentary Government” 
  O’Neil, excerpt, “Electoral Systems” 
 
October 24 – Democratic Institutions, Part 2  
 

 Readings: Newton and van Deth, Chapter 7, “Policy Making and Legislating: Executives and 
Legislatures” 

 
October 29 – Comparative Participation  
 
 Reading: Franklin, “Electoral Participation” 
 
October 31 – Non-Democracies  
 



 Reading: Hague and Harrop, Chapter 4, “Authoritarian Rule” 
 
International Relations 
 
November 5 – IR Theories 
 
 Quiz 
 
 Slaughter, “International Relations, Principal Theories” 
 
 
November 7 – War and Conflict 
 
 Watch: “Michael Walzer on Just War Theory” 
  
 Reading: Pfaff and Granfield, “The Moral Peril of Proxy Wars” 
 
November 12 – International Institutions 
 
 Reading: Russett, Starr, and Kinsella, excerpt, "International Organization” 
 
November 14 – International Law 
 
 Reading: Russett, Starr, and Kinsella, excerpt, "International Law” 
 
November 19 – International Aid 
 
 Reading: Singer, “Famine, Affluence, and Morality” 
 
November 21 – Exam 2 on Comparative Politics and International Relations 
 
November 26 – Current Topics in Politics and Course Conclusion 
 
 Reading: TBA 
 
 
  


