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SOSC 13100: Social Science Inquiry -1
Section 5 - Autumn 2017
Instructor(s): Perez, Lauren 
Number Enrolled: 19 
Number of Responses: 17

The Course

What are the most important things that you learned in this course? Please reflect on the knowledge and skills you gained.

Experiment and observational study design, basic social science terms

I felt learning about the types of methods that could be used to study a research question was valuable.

I learned the fundamentals of social sciences and the methods used to study the field

I learned a lot about the processes involved with experiments and observational studies. I also learned a lot about the differences between correlation and causation.

The basics of how social science is done like theory building, experimental design, observational studies etc.

As someone who plans on going into a social science field, this class was helpful in giving me a good foundation into understand how data is collected and then analyzed. I learned
about how to look at experiments and observational studies, and the results acquired from them through a questioning eye.

We learned about different ways to prove a theory in social science when it is more about probability and trends rather than facts. It was interesting to see the different ways and
methods to find theories and prove them based on different resources.

The way a study is conducted is very important to its integrity.

As for knowledge, I learned the systematic way of conducting social science research including asking the question, building up the theory, testing the hypothesis, and analyzing the
data. As for skills, I learned how to ask methodology related questions regarding to the readings given to me. I also learned how to write short papers that reflect the social science
research methods that we taught in class.

The research design tree and its elements such as how to frame and conduct experiments and observational studies in the social sciences. The knowledge learnt in this course will help
me be critical of research I read up on in the social sciences and will help me conduct my own research should I have the opportunity in another class/ over summer.

I learned the methods and processes of research.

the scientific method as it applies to the social sciences; the challenges faced by social scientists; various approaches to research

I learned about what distinguishes between experiments and observational studies, and about how research questions are set up and explained through causal mechanisms.

Key foundations and methodology for practicing social science research.

The overview of Social Science: what subjects or fields comprise Social Science, how each field developed, how to conduct experiments and studies in Social Science and their pros
and cons, kinds of experiments and studies and pros and cons of each kind of experiment/study.

Describe how aspects of this course (lectures, discussion, assignments, etc.) contributed to your learning.

Discussions were helpful at understanding the basics of what social science entails and its challenges

I believe in class discussions helped me the most.

Discussions solidified what I learned in readings and helped me apply the concepts to my papers

The discussions were where i learned the most in the class. Professor Perez did a great job of pacing the discussions and not overly controlling them.

The readings as whole were interesting and not too dense.

The class discussions were useful. They fed off of the assigned readings for that day, so doing the reading gave you good insight into what was going to be discussed the next day.
Things that were mentioned in the readings that were important or unclear were explained and discussed in class.

Lectures/Discussion: In-class discussion that was more about answering the reading and giving examples Readings: were the main focus of the class. Questions were asked about the
readings during class. Discussion online was about the readings. Gave an example in either politics, economics, or other topics about a way to test a theory.

The readings were interesting. It would have helped if concepts we were supposed to use for essays were emphasized more. Essays were directly relevant to the topics learned.

I think lectures are pretty useful in clarifying all the methods. Also, assignments are helpful for me to actually apply the methods into use.

The assignments were incredibly helpful in both explaining the concepts we were learning and giving examples of how they are executed. Discussions were largely on the readings and
reinforced that fact.

The discussions helped me better understand the reading material.

The readings contributed most to learning. This was a discussion-based class, but I felt that I learned the most in class when Prof. Perez took time to explain concepts.

The papers (especially the experiment design for aphorisms) were helpful in contextualizing and putting the things I learned about experiments into practice. Some readings, especially
the NY Times ones, were fun to read and good to see these social science concepts in real life.

This course was entirely discussion based with discussions based off of reading assignments. The reading assignments themselves were sometimes convoluted with scientific/statistical
terminology but were relevant and interesting as a whole. The discussion was less so and I rarely found myself challenged as everything was extremely straight-forward.
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Reading assignments were especially helpful to learn things in Social Science, because I did not have any knowledge in Social Science except for Economics, and reading materials
helped me a lot to learn basics and overview of Social Science. Reading materials are often not too technical, which was also helpful. Writing assignments was also helpful in that they
made me review what I did in my class and reading assignments and propose new ideas based on ideas I learned from class.

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

This course challenged me
intellectually.

0% 0% 6% 18% 65% 6%

I understood the purpose of this course
and what I was expected to gain from
it.

0% 0% 0% 12% 53% 24%

I understood the standards for success
on assignments.

0% 0% 6% 24% 35% 29%

Class time enhanced my ability to
succeed in graded assignments.

0% 0% 12% 18% 29% 35%

I received feedback on my
performance that helped me improve
subsequent work.

0% 6% 6% 12% 47% 24%

My work was evaluated fairly. 0% 0% 6% 18% 41% 29%

I felt respected in this class. 0% 0% 0% 0% 47% 47%

Overall, this was an excellent course. 0% 0% 12% 12% 47% 24%

Additional Comments about this course:

Loved the teacher. She could work a little bit better on stimulating discussion during class. But the readings were interesting along with how she lectured about the readings.

If I were to evaluate the class solely based off of the readings, I would say that it was a good, not great, course. However, the discussions held twice a week really brought the value of
the class down. There was no debates or actual intellectual conversations that took place during these discussions, but rather a series of never-ending questions that could be answered
with one sentence, and sometimes one word. I am not sure if it was my peers or my instructor that caused there to be a lack of lively discussion, but it made for an awkward and
unenjoyable 80 minutes every Tuesday and Thursday.

I would recommend this course to:

highly motivated and well-prepared students

Yes 15 / 88%

No 1 / 6%

anyone interested in the topic

Yes 16 / 94%

No 0 / 0%

The Instructor

Thinking about your time in class, what aspects of the instructor's teaching contributed most to your learning?

Prof. Perez was good at balancing "lecturing" (mostly explaining social science concepts) and discussion

I think the instructor's guiding of in class discussion helped me the most.

Professor Perez explained concepts in the readings very clearly and always gave examples to help us understand the content

I learned the most when she was at the board directly explaining the topic of the reading

Professor Perez knows the material well and her explanations of the concepts were very clear.

The in class discussions were very helpful and useful. They gave me a good foundation for the assignments.
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-Great teacher -Spoke a lot about her experience with research -Did a good job of describing how the reading fit well into the bigger picture -Explained the readings in an easy to
understand fashion -Was great with giving feedback on essays -Clear expectations

Connecting the readings to the lecture

Professor Perez is definitely familiar with all the materials she's teaching. She is also great in asking the questions that can inspire people's thoughts.

Professor Perez was very good at interjecting discussions and leading us on when we, as a class, failed to understand something in the readings. The discussions would not have been
nearly as helpful without her contributions.

Professor Perez thoroughly explained the material in a way that was easy to understand. She related the concepts to real world examples that we could all understand, which was
helpful. She was also extremely helpful in office hours.

Prof. Perez was very good at explaining the concepts that were most confusing. She did well in returning to the core concepts and tying what we were discussing to them.

She gave lots of good examples in class, and was very clear and insistent especially about what defines an experiment, what constitutes causal relationships etc. The videos she played
were helpful too, as well as the in-class games we played about game theory.

I liked when she wrote on the board and provided examples (real world or not) of otherwise difficult theories/ideas.

Reviewing what I read in reading assignments before the class and getting further explanation helped me to deepen the knowledge and the system of Social Science.

What could she/he modify to help you learn more?

Maybe have discussion more relevant to the papers we wrote

She could have perhaps given more comments on my papers.

I think there could have been more structure to discussions; sometimes ideas were all over the place

I think more time spent at the board outlining the material will lead to a better learning environment.

Make some of the readings shorter. Some were really long scholarly articles and were hard to get through.

-Could improve on stimulating discussion

Be more clear on grading expectations

I think she's great.

When she assigns readings it would help if she would also include a short 1-2 sentence description of why she included that reading so we can better understand the purpose of the
reading in the context of the class.

It's hard to say why definitively, but discussions were not very productive/useful, and it often felt like ideas were constantly being repeated. I think Prof. Perez could have more open-
ended discussion questions/prompts, since students seemed to want to say the "right answer" rather than something that could help facilitate further discussion.

She could probably try to use more ways to stimulate more discussion in class, as a lot of the time there is just a long period of silence when a question is asked. She could assign less
dense readings or perhaps a greater number of shorter passages.

Lead a better discussion! It often felt like we would just be asked a series of questions that were difficult/impossible to engage in beyond a straight-forward answer. I wish there could
have been a more lively discussion during class.

It would be nice if there are more activities rather than just discussing the topic we read in assignments.

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Organized the course clearly. 0% 0% 0% 6% 53% 35%

Presented lectures that enhanced your
understanding.

0% 0% 0% 12% 53% 29%

Facilitated discussions that were
engaging and useful.

0% 0% 18% 0% 53% 24%

Stimulated your interest in the core
ideas of the course.

0% 0% 12% 6% 41% 35%

Challenged you to learn. 0% 0% 12% 6% 47% 29%

Helped you gain significant learning
from the course content.

0% 0% 12% 6% 47% 29%

Was available and helpful outside of
class.

0% 0% 0% 0% 59% 35%

Motivated you to think independently. 0% 0% 6% 6% 53% 29%

Worked to create an inclusive and
welcoming environment.

0% 0% 0% 0% 41% 47%

Overall, this instructor made a
significant contribution to your learning.

0% 0% 6% 6% 47% 29%
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The Teaching Assistant, Course Assistant, Intern

Did this class include instruction by a TA, CA or Intern?

Yes 0 / 0%

No 16 / 94%

What aspects of the TA's teaching contributed most to your learning?

N/A

What could she/he modify to help you learn more?

N/A

The TA/CA or Intern...

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Facilitated discussions that supported
your learning. 29% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Gave you useful feedback on your
work. 29% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Stimulated your interest in the core
ideas of the course. 29% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Challenged you to learn. 29% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Helped you succeed in the class. 29% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Was available and helpful outside of
class. 29% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Overall, the TA/CA made a significant
contribution to your learning. 29% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Additional feedback to the TA/CA/Intern:

Additional Course Elements

Did this course include special design elements (labs, field trips, extra sessions, writing seminars)?

Yes 0 / 0%

No 16 / 94%

How much did the following elements of the course contribute to your learning gains?

  NA No Gains A Little Gain Moderate Gain Good Gain Great Gain

Laboratory Experience 41% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Field Trips 41% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Library Sessions 41% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Review sessions 35% 0% 0% 0% 6% 0%
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Writing Seminars 41% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Other course elements not mentioned above:

Student Information

Is this class a requirement of some sort?

Yes 16 / 94%

No 0 / 0%

Prior to starting the class, my interest level was?

Very Low 1 / 6%

Low 1 / 6%

Neutral 7 / 41%

High 6 / 35%

Very High 1 / 6%

Now that the course is over, my interest is?

Diminished 1 / 6%

Satisfied 10 / 59%

Heightened 5 / 29%

Why, primarily, did you take this course over others?

It fulfills a requirement 15 / 88%

There were no other choices 1 / 6%

Meets at a convenient time 3 / 18%

The topic interests me 5 / 29%

Reputation of the faculty member 2 / 12%

How many hours per week outside of attending required sessions did you spend on this course?

< 5 Hours 10 / 59%

5-10 Hours 4 / 24%

> 10 Hours 2 / 12%

Please comment on the level of difficulty of the course relative to your background and experience.

Very Easy 0 / 0%
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Easy 2 / 12%

Average 10 / 59%

Difficult 4 / 24%

Very Difficult 0 / 0%


