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SOSC 13300: Social Sciences Inquiry - 3
Section 6 - Spring 2018
Instructor(s): Perez, Lauren; Noureldin, Laila 
Number Enrolled: 19 
Number of Responses: 16

The Course

What are the most important things that you learned in this course? Please reflect on the knowledge and skills you gained.

R in all its forms, how to write a research paper.

how to read research papers, how to write research papers

developing a research paper

R, correlation vs causation, various research methods

- learned about how to write a research paper - outline of what the important questions were to answer

Learning how to structure and present a research paper.

The most important thing that I learned was how to write a research paper, at least in the style that we learned in class. While I may not write many more in the future, I believe that this
skill is very important as it will help me to read and evaluate other research reports that I may come across in my life.

- How to pursue/study a research topic in the social sciences - How to write a research paper on the topic - How to utilize statistical programming for quantitative analysis - How to
interpret results of statistical analysis

R- studio, research paper techniques, how to do SS research

I learned how to apply description statistics to different social science topics. Specifically, I learned how to find reliable data and apply it to a hypothesis. From there, I learned how to test
my hypothesis using a linear regression in R.

I learned how to read research papers, which I feel is very useful. Also, I learned how to analyze each section of a research paper and the processes/methodologies behind conducting
one, so that I could determine for myself what the study accomplished and whether it was a strong research paper or not.

I had worked on R Studio in the past, but this class really put running R code for statistics to the test. I was able to do things I did not know I would be able to do (esp. for the final paper).
So, although R was stressful, it also helped not only for this class but other things as well.

I learned how to write clearly about research through reading assigned guides, examples, and practice.

Data analysis and to collect data in the social sciences.

Describe how aspects of this course (lectures, discussions, labs, assignments, etc.) contributed to your learning.

The assignments were useful in learning R and research paper writing techniques.

discussions didn't do much, writing the paper and reviewing the papers of others was more useful. i think workshops would have been good like in winter quarter

the process of moving from the research design to the final paper and then revisions makes the whole process more manageable and results in a better paper.

lectures were the primary avenue for learning

The examples of papers and how you should write a research paper was helpful along with some readings that described the structue of the paper.

Actually writing the research design/paper.

The in-class discussions were not as helpful this quarter as they have been in past quarters; I didn't feel like they necessarily helped in completing assignments or strengthening our
knowledge about the topics we spent the last two quarters learning.

The lectures, along with the readings, really helped in explaining how to write a research paper. Lots of great examples were provided, and they examples were discussed in class. In
addition, reviewing others papers and receiving feedback helped me in improving my writing throughout the quarter.

- Office hours: important for getting advice on research topic/progress - Student presentations: Learn from classmates on their research considerations (e.g. data sources, methods,
limitations etc.) - Weekly readings: Reinforced good/bad practices to follow/avoid when pursuing a research topic

everything leads up to the research paper

I think the most helpful aspect of the course were the example papers of work that other social scientists had done. It served as a template for our own papers and was a very helpful
tool.

Reading the various pieces and research papers were the most helpful in this class. It was good to get a sense of what real research papers were, whether they were great or not so
good. Additionally, the readings that dissected research papers and outlined what a good literature review or a good theory section should have were very helpful in writing my own
paper.

The assignments were broken down so that if you had no clue what was going on, you could catch up. there was research design assignment that forced you to think critically on how
you wanted to frame your project. Plus, critiques from classmates were really helpful to guide you through the process (as well as Prof. Perez).

Readings: how to write different sections of a paper and examples for reflection in discussion page. Lecture: recap readings and discussion. Papers: how to apply readings and lectures.
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The final research project contributed a lot to my learning experience

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

This course challenged me
intellectually.

0% 0% 6% 6% 63% 25%

I understood the purpose of this course
and what I was expected to gain from
it.

0% 0% 0% 13% 44% 44%

I understood the standards for success
on assignments.

0% 0% 6% 0% 63% 31%

Class time enhanced my ability to
succeed in graded assignments.

0% 6% 0% 19% 44% 31%

I received feedback on my
performance that helped me improve
subsequent work.

0% 0% 0% 6% 50% 44%

My work was evaluated fairly. 0% 0% 0% 0% 50% 50%

I felt respected in this class. 0% 0% 0% 6% 38% 56%

Overall, this was an excellent course. 0% 0% 0% 25% 38% 38%

Additional Comments about this course:

The readings and discussion posts weren't really that useful in actually helping us do the research and write the research papers.

I appreciated the variety in the readings, which included podcasts or current news articles/research papers.

I would recommend this course to:

highly motivated and well-prepared students

Yes 16 / 100%

No 0 / 0%

anyone interested in the topic

Yes 14 / 88%

No 2 / 13%

The Instructor

Thinking about your time in class, what aspect of the instructor's teaching contributed most to your learning?

Professor Perez is great! She is super helpful and willing to help on assignments. Her office hours are always very helpful and if you cant make it she will make sure to meet with you to
help.

Definitely picking apart papers together in class, sometimes we even looked at her own papers and talked about them.

her analysis of the readings we were assigned, in addition to the readings we only covered in class, was very insightful

explaining how she incorporated different models in her own research/how she wrote about those models.

She is fair and doesn't force people to respond/doesn't put them on the spot. She is very patient and clear when she speaks.

Professor Perez has a very laid-back and approachable attitude that creates a wonderful and welcoming/safe classroom environment. This means she is more approachable when it
comes to assignment completion and feedback questions.

The way that she tried to include everyone in the discussion was very good. It certainly helped that she encouraged us to ask questions, and it made the topics a lot more engaging.

- Very approachable and available to students; could consult her after class/during office hours/through email - Picked thought-provoking/interesting articles/research topics that made
weekly readings more enjoyable
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real world examples

I think that the readings that we had contributed to my learning as well as the discussion posts.

Professor Perez was very good at lecturing and explaining the important take aways from our readings or the lecture of that day. She was also pretty good at getting students to
contribute to the discussion, even when no one was that willing to talk, by directing specific questions and focusing them so that we knew what to think about and respond to. Also, the
example assignments/papers/presentations that she posted from previous years was very helpful in figuring out what I should include in my own assignments.

The most useful-- implementation of discussants. Also, after each class, we went through a checklist on how to structure our papers, which was EXTREMELY helpful in finding things to
write about, esp. in a 20 page paper

Prof. Perez explained everything very well and was approachable to ask question both inside and out of class. I especially liked the discussion of the readings because they helped keep
me on track. I liked how she posted sample papers on canvas because these gave me a good idea of what she was looking for. In general, her teaching style was extremely effective.

What could she/he modify to help you learn more?

nothing.

More interesting readings.

I think some of the reading was redundant with first quarter and was not all that helpful for the final project.

Share more of her opinions, while it is helpful to hear from classmates, i would like to have heard more from the professor herself.

NA

Add additional resources to help with R coding.

I'm not sure if rubrics are accessible through canvas, but if they are not, perhaps distributing rubrics so that students would be more clear on what they needed to include in
assignments.

For Spring quarter, office hours need better structuring.Towards the end, there were so many people in her office that asking specific questions seemed impossible because there were
so many individualized questions coming in to talk to her

It would be nice to give sample timelines for deadlines for the final paper since it was so long, but this is not necessary. Also, discussion in class was sometimes filled with awkward
pauses, but since this is mostly because of classmates, I am not sure what can be done to improve it.

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Organized the course clearly. 0% 0% 0% 0% 63% 38%

Presented lectures that enhanced your
understanding.

6% 0% 13% 6% 50% 25%

Facilitated discussions that were
engaging and useful.

0% 0% 0% 19% 44% 38%

Stimulated your interest in the core
ideas of the course.

0% 0% 0% 19% 50% 31%

Challenged you to learn. 0% 0% 0% 13% 50% 38%

Helped you gain significant learning
from the course content.

0% 0% 6% 6% 50% 38%

Was available and helpful outside of
class.

6% 0% 0% 6% 38% 50%

Motivated you to think independently. 0% 0% 0% 6% 44% 50%

Worked to create an inclusive and
welcoming environment.

0% 0% 0% 6% 50% 44%

Overall, this instructor made a
significant contribution to your learning.

0% 0% 0% 13% 44% 44%

The Teaching Assistant, Course Assistant, Intern

Did this class include instruction by a TA, CA or Intern?

Yes 13 / 81%

No 2 / 13%
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What aspects of the TA's teaching contributed most to your learning?

Nothing really, she was not bad, she seemed really nice, but I did not interact much with her.

Just certain comments/questions in class; she has a sociology background and it was nice to have someone from a different area of social science than the professor, who is a political
scientist

I didn't interact with her pretty much

She occasionally asked good questions during class.

- Easily available and approachable - Gave valuable feedback on student presentations/research designs

additional comments on things

She made insightful comments in class that guided us in the right direction for the topic in class.

Professor Perez led the class for the most part, but when Laila contributed to the discussion or had suggestions, they were pretty helpful overall.

She was available outside of class

Laila sometimes gave helpful comments during class and responded quickly to emails, but I cannot say much because I did not attend her office hours

What could she/he modify to help you learn more?

Again, I did not interact with her much so I do not know.

- Could have been more involved in weekly discussions

more involvement

It might have been nice for her to hold her own office hours instead of only Professor Perez.

N/A.

Could be more familiar w/ R since that's the main thing we use

N/A, I did not interact with her much.

The TA/CA or Intern...

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Facilitated discussions that supported
your learning.

6% 0% 13% 44% 19% 0%

Gave you useful feedback on your
work.

0% 0% 6% 38% 25% 13%

Stimulated your interest in the core
ideas of the course.

6% 0% 6% 63% 6% 0%

Challenged you to learn. 6% 0% 6% 56% 13% 0%

Helped you succeed in the class. 0% 0% 6% 56% 13% 6%

Was available and helpful outside of
class.

25% 0% 6% 31% 6% 13%

Overall, the TA/CA made a significant
contribution to your learning.

0% 0% 6% 56% 13% 6%

Additional feedback to the TA/CA/Intern:

Additional Course Elements

Did this course include special design elements (labs, field trips, extra sessions, writing seminars)?

Yes 0 / 0%

No 15 / 94%

How much did the following elements of the course contribute to your learning gains?
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  NA No Gains A Little Gain Moderate Gain Good Gain Great Gain

Laboratory Experience 56% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Field Trips 56% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Library Sessions 56% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Review sessions 56% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Writing Seminars 56% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Other course elements not mentioned above:

Student Information

Is this class a requirement of some sort?

Yes 15 / 94%

No 0 / 0%

Prior to starting the class, my interest level was?

Very Low 1 / 6%

Low 1 / 6%

Neutral 9 / 56%

High 5 / 31%

Very High 0 / 0%

Now that the course is over, my interest is?

Diminished 1 / 6%

Satisfied 10 / 63%

Heightened 5 / 31%

Why, primarily, did you take this course over others?

It fulfills a requirement 16 / 100%

There were no other choices 1 / 6%

Meets at a convenient time 5 / 31%

The topic interests me 5 / 31%

Reputation of the faculty member 4 / 25%

How many hours per week outside of attending required sessions did you spend on this course?
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< 5 Hours 5 / 31%

5-10 Hours 6 / 38%

10-15 1 / 6%

15-20 3 / 19%

20-25 1 / 6%

25-30 0 / 0%

> 30 0 / 0%

What proportion of classes did you attend?

None 0 / 0%

25% 0 / 0%

50% 0 / 0%

75% 0 / 0%

All 16 / 100%

Please comment on the level of difficulty of the course relative to your background and experience.

It was not too hard, there are just always a lot of details to keep in mind when writing papers of the sort required for this class and that tends to be where points come off.

This was one of the more challenging courses i have taken, but it was taught and graded fairly

The writing portion was somewhat difficult but not overwhelming.

- Introductory course (part of sequence) to social science research - Relatively manageable course if student puts in effort


