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SOSC 13200: Social Science Inquiry - 2
Section 6 - Winter 2018
Instructor(s): Perez, Lauren 
Number Enrolled: 18 
Number of Responses: 18

The Course

What are the most important things that you learned in this course? Please reflect on the knowledge and skills you gained.

I learned how to analyze data such as correlation between variables, multiple regressions, mean, median, standard error, which will greatly help me as I pursue a career in research.

basic stats & R

Everything

Essentially an introduction to basic statistics and then multivariable regressions.

How to use statistics to prove social science research topics.

I learned a lot of basic statistics that I feel are important to know. However, I added on to my basic knowledge of statistics, which comprised of concepts like means and standard
deviations, by learning how to apply them in a statistical program (R) and running regressions.

I think this class has been really helpful in providing general knowledge on regression, which I did not have previous experience with before.

Nash equilibrium, poker statistics, learning how to use R, basic statistical understanding, probability and normal distribution

Coding in R and applying statistics concepts to real-world data. Most useful/interesting thing I've encountered at The College so far.

I think learning R was a ton of experience and no matter how much I complained I thought it was good to finally learning something computer-y

I learned how to code in R. I also learned basic statistics.

The most important thing that I learned in this course would certainly be how to apply many of the social science and statistical methods that we learned using both real-life examples
and using the programming language R.

Using statistical programming software (R) Interpreting results from our statistical analysis Using a quantitative approach to dealing with problems in social sciences

I learned about different statistical analysis techniques and earned to employ them using R studio.

Learning about probability was really helpful.

We learned the R programming language in a social science/statistics context. Additionally, we got a really nice foundation for writing analytical papers. This includes how and why to run
certain statistical models, how to clean and format data, and the pitfalls of mishandling statistical information.

Describe how aspects of this course (lectures, discussion, assignments, etc.) contributed to your learning.

The lectures were helpful in learning and better understanding the readings/material. Prof. Perez made sure to include all the material we needed in order to complete the assignments.
The assignments were a great opportunity to apply our skills while still giving us room to learn more about the material and think outside-the box

lectures relatively pointless, could have just read the slides

Having assignments in R was very useful.

Lecture twice a week and an R assignment due weekly. They were helpful to reinforce the concepts learned in class, however the format of the class makes it difficult to properly teach
the subject material. Stats is a very detail-oriented discipline that requires strong reinforcement of concepts, and I felt that we moved too quickly to do that properly. Especially near the
end when stats knowledge from high school was no longer enough, it was incredibly difficult to answer the assignment questions confidently.

Assignments and lectures

Lectures were pretty helpful as all the materials and concepts we would have to know how to do for assignments were taught in class. The assignments were pretty representative of
what the professor taught in lectures and were good ways of making sure we learned and understand that week's concepts.

The assignments and the online office hours really helped to clear up confusions I might have had, especially if I didn't understand the lecture that well.

the lectures give a run down on each various topic, the r stuff teaches you how to apply it to data in a hands on way

Lectures outlined statistics fundamentals. Coding assignments allowed me to apply them.

I think the lectures should have had more R, I felt a sense of hopelessness staring at the assignments sometimes. In terms of the statistics that wasnt too bad

The lectures were helpful. The discussion sections online were very helpful for the assignments and exercises. I did not start meeting with her until the end of the quarter, but meeting
with the professor was by far the most helpful thing.

At first I was afraid that learning a programming language would be difficult, but the lectures and the tutorials that we were given helped me to understand what I had to do for the
assignments and what skills I needed to learn. In addition, the "online office hours", where students could post questions and the professor and fellow students could answer was also
very helpful with guiding me through assignments and answering any questions that I had.

The r assignments we did in class I thought were really useful in helping me understand the program. The lectures were also highly useful
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Lectures were helpful in explaining concepts and clarifying doubts. Assignments were challenging and put our skills to the practice. Readings were sometimes advanced and difficult to
follow

The lectures went over all the statistics concepts and office hours were used for learning how to use R.

Working with real data in R contributed to my learning.

This class gave a really good foundation for writing analytical papers. While it was done in a social science context, it's clear that we can use these skills in other fields and moving
forward.

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

This course challenged me
intellectually.

0% 0% 11% 11% 28% 50%

I understood the purpose of this course
and what I was expected to gain from
it.

0% 0% 0% 0% 44% 56%

I understood the standards for success
on assignments.

0% 0% 0% 6% 61% 33%

Class time enhanced my ability to
succeed in graded assignments.

0% 0% 11% 0% 39% 50%

I received feedback on my
performance that helped me improve
subsequent work.

0% 0% 17% 17% 39% 28%

My work was evaluated fairly. 0% 0% 0% 11% 72% 17%

I felt respected in this class. 0% 0% 0% 0% 33% 67%

Overall, this was an excellent course. 0% 0% 6% 22% 28% 44%

Additional Comments about this course:

lots of time wasted on explaining trivial things, R is the only thing we needed instruction for but all of this instruction was relegated to homework instead of lecture

Its stats, has its ups and downs

I would recommend this course to:

highly motivated and well-prepared students

Yes 16 / 89%

No 2 / 11%

anyone interested in the topic

Yes 17 / 94%

No 1 / 6%

The Instructor

Thinking about your time in class, what aspects of the instructor's teaching contributed most to your learning?

Dr. Perez was very dedicated in her students and she was always willing to help and explain any topics the class had issues understanding. Her lectures are very organized and they are
available to the students on Canvas. Overall Dr. Perez is a great lecturer and passionate about what she teaches.

really the lectures didn't serve a purpose unless you had a question which was often met with an unsatisfactory answer. if you understood what was going on then you could have just
read the slides for review maybe

The lectures and slides were very useful.

Professor Perez is very willing to re-explain and spend time clearing up confusion. She's very kind and has a welcoming classroom environment
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The lectures provided a lot of material

Professor Perez's in class lectures were the most helpful and contributed most to my learning. The powerpoint slides she made were very clear and thorough with examples, and it was
nice that they were also on canvas for later review.

Professor Perez was always available to answer questions and helped to clarify every and all things R. I really appreciated her online office hours, which helped with last minute
questions I might have had on assignments and exercises.

when she carefully went over concepts

In class lectures were very helpful.

She was very accomodating and really cared about me learning and being able to understand the material/R.

The lectures were helpful, and it was very nice that they were online.

The presentations and lectures that she gave both explained the concepts and how to apply them using the programming language R. In addition to this, the tutorials that we did in class
were also helpful, especially when she was around to answer our questions.

The mixture of lectures and r were really great. And I also wanted to note that the online office hours were really great.

She was very approachable and willing to answer any outstanding questions. Her "online office hours" allowed to ask and answer questions in the style of a forum, allowing us to get
answers to our issues very quickly and efficiently.

She thoroughly discussed the statistics that she felt appropriate to teach us for the course in a comprehensive and organized manner.

She was well-prepared for lectures.

The R worksheets/codes given at the end of class were helpful for working through examples of the things we would later have to do on assignments. The lectures were helpful in that
they gave a lot of detail and provided numerous examples.

What could she/he modify to help you learn more?

Maybe having more examples instead of multiple slides on the mathematical formulas that make little sense and are used only through computational apps.

just make every class an R workshop

More interactivity and class questioning to reaffirm concepts.

Slow down the lecture. Though it's difficult to say because on occasion the lecture moves quite slowly. It would be helpful to go over the practice assignment as a whole class rather than
have us try to get through it after lecture alone.

The lectures felt sometimes a bit too long

Sometimes, the lectures could get a little long and dry, but I feel as if not much can be done about that given the lecture heavy, statistical nature of this quarter's material.

Nothing really. I got kind of confused towards the latter half of the quarter when regression was introduced. So maybe making that topic a little more clear, but it's pretty involved anyway
so I don't know if it is at all possible?

maybe intersperse r training during the lecture so that things stay more interesting

More coding practice during class

Ask follow up questions ALOT i thought I understood some stuff then when I went to translate in my own words I couldnt.

Some of the topics were done semi quickly, and not in depth. I dont know if there is a way to improve using R, i think that it would be difficult regardless of how many office hours were
held by the professor.

The only thing that I could think about is to possibly engage the students more during class time and perhaps providing a bit more examples. Other than that, the class was taught very
well.

NA

R studio help needed to have been provided if the grades were based on both statistical understanding as well as ability to run code correctly.

The lectures were a bit long. I think if they could have been modified to allow for more time to work on the R practice problems, that would have been more helpful.

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Organized the course clearly. 0% 0% 0% 0% 61% 39%

Presented lectures that enhanced your
understanding.

0% 0% 6% 0% 50% 44%

Facilitated discussions that were
engaging and useful.

0% 0% 17% 11% 44% 28%

Stimulated your interest in the core
ideas of the course.

0% 0% 11% 22% 33% 33%

Challenged you to learn. 0% 0% 6% 6% 56% 33%

Helped you gain significant learning
from the course content.

0% 0% 0% 11% 39% 50%

Was available and helpful outside of
class.

0% 0% 0% 0% 33% 67%
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Motivated you to think independently. 6% 0% 6% 22% 22% 44%

Worked to create an inclusive and
welcoming environment.

0% 0% 0% 6% 39% 56%

Overall, this instructor made a
significant contribution to your learning.

0% 0% 6% 17% 33% 44%

The Teaching Assistant, Course Assistant, Intern

Did this class include instruction by a TA, CA or Intern?

Yes 0 / 0%

No 18 / 100%

What aspects of the TA's teaching contributed most to your learning?

What could she/he modify to help you learn more?

The TA/CA or Intern...

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Facilitated discussions that supported
your learning. 22% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Gave you useful feedback on your
work. 22% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Stimulated your interest in the core
ideas of the course. 22% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Challenged you to learn. 22% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Helped you succeed in the class. 22% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Was available and helpful outside of
class. 22% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Overall, the TA/CA made a significant
contribution to your learning. 22% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Additional feedback to the TA/CA/Intern:

Additional Course Elements

Did this course include special design elements (labs, field trips, extra sessions, writing seminars)?

Yes 0 / 0%

No 18 / 100%

How much did the following elements of the course contribute to your learning gains?

  NA No Gains A Little Gain Moderate Gain Good Gain Great Gain
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Laboratory Experience 28% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Field Trips 28% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Library Sessions 28% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Review sessions 28% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Writing Seminars 28% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Other course elements not mentioned above:

Through this class I have learned I'm naturally terrible at programing, so I think that's why this class was so challenging for me. I don't think it had anything to do with the teaching of the
material.

The assignments were helpful, but sometimes extremely long. One of our homework assignment in particular took nearly 12 hours (I believe homework #3) to complete just because of
the sheer volume of work; I believe it was about 50-70 questions long. That being said, Professor Perez is extremely engaging, is extremely knowledgable about the topic, and is
extremely inclusive and approachable. One of the best, if not the best, professor I've had at this university.

Student Information

Is this class a requirement of some sort?

Yes 18 / 100%

No 0 / 0%

Prior to starting the class, my interest level was?

Very Low 1 / 6%

Low 1 / 6%

Neutral 9 / 50%

High 7 / 39%

Very High 0 / 0%

Now that the course is over, my interest is?

Diminished 1 / 6%

Satisfied 10 / 56%

Heightened 7 / 39%

Why, primarily, did you take this course over others?

It fulfills a requirement 18 / 100%

There were no other choices 1 / 6%

Meets at a convenient time 5 / 28%

The topic interests me 9 / 50%

Reputation of the faculty member 2 / 11%
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How many hours per week outside of attending required sessions did you spend on this course?

< 5 Hours 4 / 22%

5-10 Hours 11 / 61%

> 10 Hours 3 / 17%

What proportion of classes did you attend?

None 0 / 0%

25% 0 / 0%

50% 0 / 0%

75% 1 / 6%

All 17 / 94%

Please comment on the level of difficulty of the course relative to your background and experience.

Very Easy 0 / 0%

Easy 2 / 11%

Average 11 / 61%

Very Difficult 2 / 11%

Very Difficult 2 / 11%


