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SOSC 13200: Social Science Inquiry - 2
Section 5 - Winter 2018
Instructor(s): Perez, Lauren; Ozel, Esma 
Number Enrolled: 19 
Number of Responses: 17

The Course

What are the most important things that you learned in this course? Please reflect on the knowledge and skills you gained.

Learning about various statistical methods and models

Using R and various statistical techniques for analyzing data

R programming language, some STATS, more quantitative aspects of social science research

statistical methods

The ability to create and evaluate the legitimacy of social science hypothesis and research

I gained greater proficiency in R studio and the various packages for display and statistical analysis. I had a statistics background before.

I briefly learned how to code in R before this and this was a really good review for that. I got a brief intro to stats.

The basics of statistics, especially statistic inference. The basic skills to use R to analyze data.

more about statistics and how to apply them to social science

I think learning to code in R was an important skill that we learned, as well as how to use and interpret data.

An understanding of general elements of statistics and its applications to R

I learned a lot more about performing regressions and the different types of tests we perform for different types of variables.

I learned about the basics of linear regression. This includes how to compute linear regression in R Markdown as well as how to interpret coefficients and intercepts that come out of
these computations.

The most important things I learned were how to interpret results from statistical tests performed on a computer.

How to use R and how to analyze data quantatively.

Learning how to use R to conduct statistical methods on imported data. This will undoubtably be a skill useful to me if I were to pursue research in economics (or other fields in the social
sciences) and it is an extremely employable skill otherwise.

The most important material this quarter was the basics of R. While I cannot be sure of exactly how proficient we have become after one quarter, for someone with no previous R
experience, this was helpful.

Describe how aspects of this course (lectures, discussion, assignments, etc.) contributed to your learning.

The lectures helped me learn a lot about statistics and the assignments and exercises helped me apply these methods

The lectures were a lot easier to follow than the textbook. The exercises and assignments were also very helpful.

The lectures were pretty helpful, Professor Perez is obviously very knowledgeable on the topic. However, the best help i got was when i went in to speak with her individually.

The lectures provided clear and structured insight and guidelines on what to for the assignments that followed well.

The lectures were comprehensive and covered the topics in an understandable manner.

The lectures were kinda helpful but I felt they were too easy at the beginning of the quarter and around the midway point became very difficult to understand/follow. The assignments
were sometimes helpful but usually they were too easy (mostly copying code) or too hard.

Lectures clarify all the concepts and techniques we need to describe and analyze data. The assignments provide opportunities to practice these skills.

Very lecture based class- the power points helped

Doing the assignments and learning to code contributed to my learning

The lectures were very helpful in completing assignments

The lectures were helpful for the gaining of knowledge and the in-class and homework R assignments were helpful in applying that knowledge.

I often found that lectures were highly useful, although they sometimes went a little faster than I would have liked (I think this was due to how much material we had to cover in a short
amount of time rather than Professor Perez speaking or going over material too fast). The assignments were highly correlated with the lectures and the in-class R Markdown
assignments we completed.

The lectures provided the main ideas of the course, the in-class exercises helped me practice the lessons learned, and the homework assignments solidified my understanding of the
concepts.

I found the lecture very helpful, because reading a textbook sometimes is not clear and the lecture helped me to clarify the topics that I didn't fully understand. Assignments contributed a
lot for me to learn how to use R.

College Course Evaluations

https://evaluations.uchicago.edu/index.php


9/12/2018 College Course Evaluations | The University of Chicago

https://evaluations.uchicago.edu/evaluation.php?id=72742 2/6

This course added to the knowledge I gained from AP Stats in highschool to a far greater degree than I had hoped it would. I feel that I am proficient in using R to analyse data and am
proficient in the technical skills in conducting research in the social sciences

Assignments were helpful in drilling new R material down, but the questions were sometimes unclear. The lectures were the weakest part of the course design. At the beginning of the
quarter, they were very simple and boring, and the questions Prof. Perez asked seemed to just be to check that people were paying attention. When the content became more difficult,
the lectures were still quite dry (which I can't blame Prof. Perez for, given the nature of the content), but it seemed like very few people had a good grasp. The discussion/office hours
posts on Canvas were a great addition, as they provided students with a chance to help each other and Prof. Perez was able to answer questions in a very helpful and accessible way.

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

This course challenged me
intellectually.

0% 0% 0% 18% 53% 24%

I understood the purpose of this course
and what I was expected to gain from
it.

0% 0% 0% 12% 47% 41%

I understood the standards for success
on assignments.

0% 0% 0% 12% 59% 29%

Class time enhanced my ability to
succeed in graded assignments.

0% 0% 18% 0% 53% 29%

I received feedback on my
performance that helped me improve
subsequent work.

6% 0% 0% 12% 41% 35%

My work was evaluated fairly. 0% 0% 0% 6% 47% 41%

I felt respected in this class. 0% 0% 6% 0% 29% 65%

Overall, this was an excellent course. 0% 0% 12% 24% 29% 35%

Additional Comments about this course:

Class time would have been better spent going over how to code in R. Assignments and exercises should be been graded more quickly so we wouldn't make the same mistake over
multiple assignments.

I would recommend this course to:

highly motivated and well-prepared students

Yes 16 / 94%

No 1 / 6%

anyone interested in the topic

Yes 16 / 94%

No 1 / 6%

The Instructor

Thinking about your time in class, what aspects of the instructor's teaching contributed most to your learning?

The lectures and questions most contributed to my learning

The in class r assignments helped map things out for us that i knew we would have to do again on the real graded assignments.

in class r assignments with code

The instructor provided excellent one on one explanations and her explanation of necessary coding and reasoning behind it was concise and clear.

I think my instructor's willingness to go over concepts in class was effective. She tried to make concepts have an intuitive interpretation.

She was always helpful at answering questions and came well-prepared for lectures. Her powerpoints were clear and relevant to the assignments.
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Professor Perez gives clear and organized lectures. She provides appropriate R files to help us learn more about the concepts she taught in the lecture. She is also very helpful during
the online office hours.

The powerpoints were helpful in terms of conveying the information

Professor Perez explained things thoroughly and at a pace that wasn't too fast. She also provided a lot of examples that were useful when doing assignments and for learning the
material overall. It was also helpful when we were able to code in class.

She gave really good examples to follow up all newly introduced material

The R assignments and in-class tutorials helped the most for my learning.

When a student would ask a question in lecture and she would clarify. Sometimes the slides would be too technical but Professor Perez was able to break it down upon request.

Professor Perez was very engaging during lectures and explained the application and interpretation of what we were learning.

The lecture in class was pretty clear and i could ask questions whenever I had some concerns.

Presentations were stellar, feedback on assignments and office hours were also helpful.

Prof. Perez's was good at explaining difficult concepts in simple terms during lecture, and I always found her online office hour responses very helpful.

What could she/he modify to help you learn more?

I can't think of anything in particular

Showing more examples of things we learned about would be helpful.

More emphasis on the basics of R. Once we all learned the basics, the teaching was great. But it wasnt until about week 5 until i felt comfortable on the system.

Spend more class time going over R (as in how to actually use the code in assignments) and return assignments more quickly

Class was well taught. The code and slide presentation was especially helpful and she should continue to do so.

I think she could spend a bit more time going over relevant coding.

Maybe go a little slower when things start getting more complex

Nope, she is fantastic.

Add more R code help into the powerpoints/ more in class R work

None

NA

Perhaps make the lectures a little shorter so we had more time in class to work in R.

In the future, include the technical terms in the slides but also include an explanation of what it means under it (rather than students having to solicit this information during lecture/in
office hours).

The online office hours helped even when she could not be reached in person.

It would be helpful if the lecture is a little slower, because sometimes I lost of track what I was doing.

It would be helpful to note, within powerpoints, where I can look in the textbooks to learn more about that specific slide/ group of slides. Yes, it is very well organised by day already but I
feel it may be even more helpful to organise them by topic.

The lectures could be improved, but I don't know by how much. A lot of the questions asked in lectures at the beginning of the quarter could be removed, and less time could be spent on
things like median, mode, and mean.

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Organized the course clearly. 0% 0% 0% 12% 41% 47%

Presented lectures that enhanced your
understanding.

0% 0% 6% 12% 47% 35%

Facilitated discussions that were
engaging and useful.

12% 0% 6% 35% 18% 29%

Stimulated your interest in the core
ideas of the course.

0% 0% 6% 18% 35% 41%

Challenged you to learn. 0% 0% 6% 12% 41% 41%

Helped you gain significant learning
from the course content.

0% 0% 0% 18% 35% 47%

Was available and helpful outside of
class.

0% 0% 0% 6% 35% 59%

Motivated you to think independently. 0% 0% 6% 24% 41% 29%

Worked to create an inclusive and 0% 0% 0% 12% 29% 59%
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welcoming environment.

Overall, this instructor made a
significant contribution to your learning.

0% 0% 0% 24% 29% 47%

The Teaching Assistant, Course Assistant, Intern

Did this class include instruction by a TA, CA or Intern?

Yes 14 / 82%

No 2 / 12%

What aspects of the TA's teaching contributed most to your learning?

Individual attention during class work time.

I never really interacted with my TA

She was always available in class to answer questions

She helps us with the problems we met during our practice of R.

helpful in class during r coding

I didn't really interact with the TA

Na

N/A

n/a

She helped answer questions when we were doing in-class assignments.

She helped me whenever I had questions or problems about R in class.

What could she/he modify to help you learn more?

hold office hours during practical times and be available outside of class (such as during online discussions) to help students with assignments

Be more assertive and on the same page as the professor.

She had OH but I never chose to go. I'm sure she was helpful, but I have no opinion

I'm not sure because I didn't interact with her much

She could be more participated during the discussion.

different office hours- the office hour times didn't really make sense in terms of when the assignments were due- office hours were the day after an assignment was due meaning we had
to finish it and then work on the next assignment to talk to her about our issues

NA

n/a

She could have sent weekly e-mails to remind us of her availability or to help with the homework assignments

If she is available outside the class that would be helpful.

The TA/CA or Intern...

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Facilitated discussions that supported
your learning. 35% 6% 6% 18% 12% 6%

Gave you useful feedback on your
work. 35% 6% 6% 18% 6% 12%

Stimulated your interest in the core
ideas of the course. 35% 6% 6% 18% 12% 6%

Challenged you to learn. 35% 6% 6% 24% 6% 6%

Helped you succeed in the class. 29% 6% 6% 12% 24% 6%
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Was available and helpful outside of
class.

24% 6% 12% 12% 18% 12%

Overall, the TA/CA made a significant
contribution to your learning. 24% 6% 6% 24% 18% 6%

Additional feedback to the TA/CA/Intern:

was not necessary at all; had very little presence

The TA provided almost no input to class except cover briefly for the professor when she was sick.

Additional Course Elements

Did this course include special design elements (labs, field trips, extra sessions, writing seminars)?

Yes 0 / 0%

No 16 / 94%

How much did the following elements of the course contribute to your learning gains?

  NA No Gains A Little Gain Moderate Gain Good Gain Great Gain

Laboratory Experience 59% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Field Trips 59% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Library Sessions 59% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Review sessions 59% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Writing Seminars 59% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Other course elements not mentioned above:

Student Information

Is this class a requirement of some sort?

Yes 17 / 100%

No 0 / 0%

Prior to starting the class, my interest level was?

Very Low 1 / 6%

Low 1 / 6%

Neutral 4 / 24%

High 10 / 59%

Very High 1 / 6%

Now that the course is over, my interest is?
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Diminished 0 / 0%

Satisfied 13 / 77%

Heightened 4 / 24%

Why, primarily, did you take this course over others?

It fulfills a requirement 16 / 94%

There were no other choices 0 / 0%

Meets at a convenient time 2 / 12%

The topic interests me 8 / 47%

Reputation of the faculty member 2 / 12%

How many hours per week outside of attending required sessions did you spend on this course?

< 5 Hours 8 / 47%

5-10 Hours 8 / 47%

> 10 Hours 1 / 6%

What proportion of classes did you attend?

None 0 / 0%

25% 0 / 0%

50% 0 / 0%

75% 1 / 6%

All 16 / 94%

Please comment on the level of difficulty of the course relative to your background and experience.

Very Easy 0 / 0%

Easy 2 / 12%

Average 11 / 65%

Very Difficult 1 / 6%

Very Difficult 1 / 6%


