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SOSC 13100: Social Science Inquiry -1
Section 6 - Autumn 2017
Instructor(s): Perez, Lauren 
Number Enrolled: 18 
Number of Responses: 16

The Course

What are the most important things that you learned in this course? Please reflect on the knowledge and skills you gained.

The various methods of conducting research felt very practical and useful compared to the more theoretical education at The College.

Rational choice, ethnography, experiments, observational studies, theories, concepts

helped me learn about the basics of conducting research

Research techniques in social sciences

How to better articulate scientific writing through the papers assigned How to read scientifically How to ask the right questions about how science is conducted How to conduct an
experiment

I feel the most important/coolest thing about this course was the connection between hard statistics that I am learning in math, and my favorite topic which is political science. I am
beginning to think about social science issues in a hard data mindse which is a crucial skill to have.

A bunch of social science terms and somewhat how people think. Also a bunch of interesting statistical stuff

I learned a lot about the different types of experiments and studies as well as the different types of bias and other external factors that can influence the results of an experiment. I
learned about the validity of experiments, and how to increase or decrease the different types of validities. Overall, I learned a lot about social science techniques as well as importance.

Designing experiments/observational studies, problems with the social sciences, ways to mitigate those problems, and some theoretical knowledge (some rational choice, game theory
basics)

What to consider when conducting research in the social science How to tackle issues of conceptualization and operationalization How to evaluate the pros and cons/validity of research
methodologies

research methodology, distinction between internal validity and external validity, distinction between an experiment and a study

I learned different methods of social science research, which types of questions are best answered with each method, and how bias reflects on the validity and reliability of the results.

The specific forms of how data is collected and used in the social sciences and the problems that can arise in social science research

I learned many valuable things about conducting social science research, The course also taught me how to analyze social science research which better helps me to understand what a
study means and perhaps if it is reliable or not.

The most important thing I learnt was how to do social science research in. This is not limited to the kind that aims to publish a paper but can be applied to lots of everyday questions
and tasks I might have in general, which include how to analyze a certain social group, how to conduct surveys and how to observe a social phenomenon.

Describe how aspects of this course (lectures, discussion, assignments, etc.) contributed to your learning.

The discussion reading assignments coupled with question responses facilitated in my comprehension of the material.

I really appreciated the readings which were online articles

Readings, class discussions

Reading contributed to my learning the most as they outlined the concepts in a clear way. Class was also helpful because it allowed us to discuss the readings and give examples of the
things that we were talking about.

I feel like the discussions and activities in class contributed a lot better to my learning than the sometimes stale discussions.

the discussion fleshes the super dense reading a bit and the papers force you to figure out what has been going on in class

The discussions were what contributed most to my learning. I found that although the responses and questions to the readings made sure that I read them, the discussion about them
and other aspects during class was what contributed most to my learning.

Discussion was good for solidifying understanding of social science concepts in the readings.

Assigned readings were helpful in building basic foundation in knowledge; however, there were times when they felt slightly too challenging for a beginner. On the other hand, discussion
sessions were important in allowing for clarification of any doubts/problems.

I thought the assignment essays were accurate representations of what we learned and talked about in class, and were therefore a good method of concluding a certain topic before
moving on to the next topic. Also, most of the readings were interesting and relevant to what we were discussing, and made it easier to grasp whatever concepts we were learning.

Readings were a great introduction to the following lectures. Discussion was usually engaging and very often connected concepts from previous lecture and current political events. The
essays related to the material learned in class but allowed students to be creative and apply their knowledge in interesting ways.

The readings themselves were very helpful as they provided great examples for topics that would later be discussed in class. The readings were sometimes quite complicated, but the
lectures helped to explain what was going on, and provided me with even more examples. The papers that i had to write also helped me as it meatnt tha tI had to aply what I had learned
in the readings and lectures, which further solidified what I had learned.
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The discussions and papers are all great contribution to the learning. Dr. Perez is great at directing discussion and each paper assignment is clearly structured for us to learn all the
materials.

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

This course challenged me
intellectually.

0% 0% 0% 6% 63% 31%

I understood the purpose of this course
and what I was expected to gain from
it.

0% 0% 0% 6% 56% 38%

I understood the standards for success
on assignments.

0% 0% 6% 0% 75% 19%

Class time enhanced my ability to
succeed in graded assignments.

0% 0% 6% 13% 44% 38%

I received feedback on my
performance that helped me improve
subsequent work.

0% 0% 6% 19% 38% 38%

My work was evaluated fairly. 0% 0% 6% 0% 50% 44%

I felt respected in this class. 0% 0% 0% 0% 50% 50%

Overall, this was an excellent course. 0% 0% 0% 13% 31% 56%

Additional Comments about this course:

The professor is very good at giving feedback

I was initially hesitant to take a course about social science, specifically, the technicalities and methodologies behind it, but the professor and the assignments made the topics easier to
grasp and understand, and it also felt relevant to other things I was learning in other classes or seeing in everyday life.

Prof. Perez is truly passionate about teaching and she is always coming up with things to talk about during discussion that are interesting. She is a fair grader and she is always willing to
help her students improve on their assignments.

I would recommend this course to:

highly motivated and well-prepared students

Yes 16 / 100%

No 0 / 0%

anyone interested in the topic

Yes 15 / 94%

No 1 / 6%

The Instructor

Thinking about your time in class, what aspects of the instructor's teaching contributed most to your learning?

The instructor was especially helpful in guiding discussions during class, which was what helped me learn the most.

Professor Perez was excellent. Lectures and readings were interesting and knowledgable. Expectations for assignments were very clear. Course material was structured well.

In addition to talking about the readings, she also generalized the concepts during class

The professor is very good at leading class discussions and making them interesting. Also I found the topics she choose to discuss interesting and engaging.

Class was the most helpful because she went over examples of things that we learned and facilitated discussion among ourselves that allowed us to engage with the material even
more.

I think her commitment to the class, and helping me with my writing and explanations during office hours was the best.
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whenever we did a hands on activity like participating in a survey or playing a game, participation and understanding was much easier

she did a great job of making sure that all aspects of the class were clear, including expectations and assessments. She was always available to meet outside of class to discuss a
paper, or make sure I was headed in the correct direction. What I appreciated most was the time that she took to give me feedback on my papers before they were due, so that I could
improve them and learn from them. This is enormously appreciated.

Always ensured that students had their doubts clarified/were clear about the discussions in the class Would often use real-life case studies, examples and analogies to allow us to better
understand material

Professor Perez asked very pointed and direct questions that really highlighted what exactly about the topics were important and things that we had to know. Additionally, she did a good
job in keeping discussion going, and if it was a little stagnant on some days, she had no problem stepping in to lecture in an engaging and not at all boring way.

Prof. Perez is dedicated ad passionate about that she is teaching. She brings a good vibe to the classroom, making it easy for students to openly discuss about the topics being
presented. Her "mini-lectures" were very helpful to understand the material and prepare for the essays.

The way she facilitated discussions were really useful in promoting conversations about the readings

The professors use of examples and connections to the readings made the topics that we covered easy to follow and learn. She was very good at explaining everything that we needed
to know, and encouraged people to ask questions when they were confused.

The discussions are organized well - Dr. Perez is very good at directing us to focus on the main materials that we are supposed to learn. The paper assignments are also very helpful.
Dr. Perez gives very clear instructions and evaluations of the papers. The online discussion forum also stimulates us to read and think before each class.

What could she/he modify to help you learn more?

Possibly have more interactive ways to engage students in discussion.

Nothing. It very good!

I think that maybe having more guided questions in the discussion posts might help. Sometimes people asked very insightful questions, but other times, they weren't very good questions
to build any meaningful conversation.

Probably to ensure the readings are entirely relevant to the weeks topics.

more interactive learning methods, as the class is a long and too much sitting makes it hard to pay attention

Nothing, I think that she did a great job teaching this course, and I am excited to have her next quarter.

Could ensure that readings are slightly easier to understand Allocate class time more equally such that all readings are discussed to some extent

I felt like maybe some of the readings were very dry and hard to grasp considering the fact that they did not contribute much to my learning and understanding for that week's topic.

Spend a little more time teaching the material - like definitions, statistical applications, etc

I think some of the readings are very long and abstract, usually focused on defining certain social science concepts or study method. I think those are important things to learn, but could
also be learnt through actual papers and class lectures, which are more efficient than reading for 2 hours on our own.

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Organized the course clearly. 0% 0% 0% 6% 38% 56%

Presented lectures that enhanced your
understanding.

0% 0% 0% 13% 44% 44%

Facilitated discussions that were
engaging and useful.

0% 0% 6% 6% 31% 56%

Stimulated your interest in the core
ideas of the course.

0% 0% 0% 13% 38% 50%

Challenged you to learn. 0% 0% 0% 13% 56% 31%

Helped you gain significant learning
from the course content.

0% 0% 0% 6% 56% 38%

Was available and helpful outside of
class.

13% 0% 0% 6% 25% 56%

Motivated you to think independently. 0% 0% 0% 0% 44% 56%

Worked to create an inclusive and
welcoming environment.

0% 0% 0% 6% 25% 69%

Overall, this instructor made a
significant contribution to your learning.

0% 0% 0% 6% 38% 56%

The Teaching Assistant, Course Assistant, Intern
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Did this class include instruction by a TA, CA or Intern?

Yes 0 / 0%

No 16 / 100%

What aspects of the TA's teaching contributed most to your learning?

What could she/he modify to help you learn more?

The TA/CA or Intern...

  N/A Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree

Facilitated discussions that supported
your learning. 13% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Gave you useful feedback on your
work. 13% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Stimulated your interest in the core
ideas of the course. 13% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Challenged you to learn. 13% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Helped you succeed in the class. 13% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Was available and helpful outside of
class. 13% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Overall, the TA/CA made a significant
contribution to your learning. 13% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Additional feedback to the TA/CA/Intern:

Additional Course Elements

Did this course include special design elements (labs, field trips, extra sessions, writing seminars)?

Yes 0 / 0%

No 16 / 100%

How much did the following elements of the course contribute to your learning gains?

  NA No Gains A Little Gain Moderate Gain Good Gain Great Gain

Laboratory Experience 44% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Field Trips 44% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Library Sessions 44% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Review sessions 44% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Writing Seminars 44% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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Other course elements not mentioned above:

Student Information

Is this class a requirement of some sort?

Yes 16 / 100%

No 0 / 0%

Prior to starting the class, my interest level was?

Very Low 1 / 6%

Low 4 / 25%

Neutral 5 / 31%

High 4 / 25%

Very High 2 / 13%

Now that the course is over, my interest is?

Diminished 0 / 0%

Satisfied 5 / 31%

Heightened 11 / 69%

Why, primarily, did you take this course over others?

It fulfills a requirement 15 / 94%

There were no other choices 1 / 6%

Meets at a convenient time 5 / 31%

The topic interests me 9 / 56%

Reputation of the faculty member 3 / 19%

How many hours per week outside of attending required sessions did you spend on this course?

< 5 Hours 9 / 56%

5-10 Hours 6 / 38%

> 10 Hours 1 / 6%

Please comment on the level of difficulty of the course relative to your background and experience.

Very Easy 0 / 0%

Easy 3 / 19%
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Average 9 / 56%

Difficult 4 / 25%

Very Difficult 0 / 0%


